
10．Iconic Spanish Landscapes : 
        The Alhambra Palace and
         the Alcázar (Segovia) 
         Enguerrand David（Belgium)
Spain is a land where beautiful architecture born 
from its rich and diverse history and culture still 
remains. On the left side of this work stands the 
Alhambra Palace in Granada in southern Spain. 
Construction began in the 13th century under 
the Nasrid Dynasty, the last Islamic dynasty in 
Spain. Through successive expansions and 
renovat ions by generat ions of  ru lers ,  i t 
developed into a vast fortified city. In contrast to 
its robust, military-style exterior, the interior 
features delicate and luxurious spaces with 
intricate carvings and water channels that evoke 
a “paradise on earth,” symbolizing the glory of 
medieval Islamic culture. On the right is the 
castle with distinctive pointed roofs that evoke a 
fairy-tale world — the Alcázar of Segovia in 
central Spain. It is also the historic site where 
Queen Isabella I declared her ascension to the 
throne. At the far r ight of the work is the 
12-sided tower, the Torre del Oro (Tower of 
Gold), a former watchtower in Seville in southern 
Spain. This sculpture brings together two 
symbolic cultures — Islamic and Christian — 
within a single piece, expressing how Spain’s 
proud cultural identity was formed through their 
interaction.

18．Spain : A Gourmet Nation
　　Sue McGrew  (USA) 
Spanish food is one of the most fantastic parts of 
visiting Spain! One of the most famous dishes is 
paella, a colorful rice dish born in the Valencia 
region. Spain’s wonderful nature helps create all 
kinds of tasty food — like golden Mediterranean 
olive oil and the famous Iberian pigs that grow up 
eating acorns in the meadows. In this sand 
sculpture, a cute little Iberian pig wearing a scarf 
is proudly carrying a giant, freshly made paella! It 
looks like he’s calling out to all his friends, “Come 
and eat with me!”  Even though it’s made of 
sand, this sculpture feels so real and full of life — 
it’s adorable and tells a fun little story!

11．Fall of Granada 
          – Completion of the Reconquista 
        Dmitrii Klimenko (Russia)

         Columbus Sets Sail 
         Islamic Forces Landing at Gibraltar
         Daikuzono Nozomu  (Japan)

The Reconquista (Reconquest), a movement to 
recover lost territory, was the approximately 
800-year struggle by Christian kingdoms to 
reclaim the Iberian Peninsula after it was 
occupied by Islamic forces in 711. It began when 
Christians who had retreated to the north rose 
up, gradually expanded their power, and 
advanced southward. The final chapter came in 
1492 with the fall of Granada. The Alhambra 
Palace, protected by strong fortifications, was 
besieged by forces led by Queen Isabella of 
Castile and King Ferdinand of Aragon. The last 
Nasrid king, Boabdil, surrendered, and the 
Reconquista was completed. In this work, 
Boabdil is depicted handing over the keys to the 
Alhambra Palace, while Queen Isabella and 
K ing Ferd inand are  shown mounted on 
horseback with dignified expressions. The scene 
is full of power and realism. To the right, the 
artist has symbolically recreated Columbus’s 
departure after the Reconquista. To the left is 
the symbolic scene of the Islamic forces’ landing 
at Gibraltar. Together, these elements suggest 
the sea's role in both Spain’s decline as well as 
its future prosperity.

13．Fauna of the Iberian Peninsula 
        Inese Valtere  (Latvia)
The Iberian Peninsula is surrounded by the sea 
on all sides. To the north, it is bordered by the 
Pyrenees Mountains along the French border, 
and to the south, it is separated from the African 
continent by the Strait of Gibraltar. It possesses 
a diverse natural environment that includes dry 
in land terrain,  rugged mountain ranges, 
Mediterranean coastal wetlands, and vast 
plains. In the dry inland areas live resilient and 
distinctive animals, such as the Iberian lynx — 
an endangered species — and the Spanish 
imperial eagle, which is Spain’s national bird. In 
the mountainous regions can be found the 
Spanish ibex, a type of wild goat known for its 
large, thick horns. The European brown bear, a 
symbol of Spain's capital, Madrid, also inhabits 
these lands.

14．The Architecture of Gaudí: Güell Park 
Sergi Ramirez  (Spain)
Güell Park (Parc Güell) was originally conceived 
as a residential district for the wealthy at the 
request of Eusebi Güell, Gaudí’s patron and the 
Count of Güell. Gaudí sought to create an ideal 
architecture that harmonized with nature by 
mak ing  fu l l  use  o f  Ba rce lona ’s  un ique 
topography. After Güell ’s death, the park 
became the property of the City of Barcelona in 
1922 and has been open to the public as a park 
ever since. This sculpture focuses on the main 
architectural features within the park. On the left 
is the Gatekeeper’s Lodge at the main entrance. 
Its fairy-tale-like appearance is said to have 
been described by the Spanish painter Salvador 
Dalí as “looking like a gingerbread house.” On 
the right are the Neo-Greek temple and the 
grand entrance staircase. In the center stands a 
dragon decorated with colorful tiles — one of the 
most iconic symbols of the park. Together, these 
elements express a part of the grand dream 
shared by Gaudí and Güell.

15．Art of Spain : The Third of May 1808 (Goya)
        Natalia Chistyakova  (France)
Francisco de Goya, who served as a court 
painter, is regarded as one of Spain’s three 
greatest painters alongside Velázquez and El 
Greco. His historical painting The Third of May 
1808 depicts the brutal execution of Madrid 
citizens by French troops during the Peninsular 
War (Spanish War of Independence), when the 
Spanish people rose up against Napoleon’s 
invasion. In this sand sculpture, the tension of 
the scene is heightened by placing the French 
soldiers in orderly formation with rifles raised in 
the foreground, enhancing the three-dimensional 
effect. On the left in the background, a man 
stands with both arms spread wide in complete 
surrender — a powerful symbol of sacrifice and 
resistance that evokes Christ on the cross. This 
work is one of Goya’s masterpieces, powerfully 
conveying the horrors of war.

16．Spanish Civil War 
        – Bombing of Guernica 
       Guy-Olivier Deveau  (Canada)
On April 26, 1937, the town of Guernica in 
northern Spain suffered an indiscriminate aerial 
bombing by the Nazi German air force. The 
event occurred during the Spanish Civil War, in 
which General Franco’s rebel forces fought 
against the Republican government. In the same 
year, the Spanish painter Pablo Picasso 
exhibited his painting Guernica at the Paris 
International Exposition, expressing his rage 
against war. This sand sculpture gives concrete, 
three-dimensional form to the subjects of that 
iconic anti-war painting. A woman clutching her 
dead child, a rampaging bull and horse, and the 
devastating scene of a town instantly reduced to 
ruins are rendered with striking realism.The 
flower blooming at the feet of the fallen soldier is 
a symbol of hope and rebirth that brings a single 
ray of light amid the horror.

17．Spanish Tourist Destinations
        Martijn Rijerse  (Netherlands）
Spain is a land of rich and diverse tourism 
destinations where many different cultures have 
taken root and created a vibrant character. This 
sculpture draws inspiration from the landscape 
painting View and Plan of Toledo by El Greco, a 
painter active in the 16th century. It boldly 
incorporates a wide range of Spanish elements 
from both past and present, including bullfighting, 
flamenco, soccer, the Royal Palace in the capital 
Madr id,  and the Sagrada Famíl ia.  In the 
background spreads the landscape of the 
ancient city of Toledo. Toledo is known as the 
“Crossroads of Cultures,” where Christian, 
Islamic, and Jewish cultures fused together 
during the Middle Ages. The entire city is often 
described as a living history museum.

19.   Spanish Performing Arts: Flamenco
        Sue McGrew  (USA) 

Flamenco is a traditional performing art born in 
the Andalusia region of southern Spain. It was 
created through the fusion of Roma (Gypsy) 
culture with Arab, Jewish, and Andalusian 
sensibilities. Originally, flamenco consisted only 
of ""cante"" (song), in which oppressed people 
expressed the deep sorrow and passion hidden 
in their hearts. Over time, it evolved as the 
powerful ""toque"" (guitar) and the passionate 
""baile"" (dance) were added. By the 18th 
century, the current three-part style — song, 
guitar, and dance — had been established. The 
g rea tes t  appea l  o f  f l amenco  l i es  in  i t s 
overwhelming life force, which lays bare the full 
range of human emotions — joy, anger, sorrow, 
and pleasure. The intense footwork, delicate 
h a n d  a n d  f i n g e r  m o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e 
spontaneous exchanges between singers and 
dancers powerfully stir the hearts of those who 
watch.

Modernisme was a new artist ic style that 
developed in Barcelona from the late 19th to the 
early 20th century. It emphasized natural forms 
and gave birth to architecture featuring flowing 
curves and rich, colorful decorations. With 
Antoni Gaudí as its leading figure, it united 
function and art, exerting a major influence on 
the urban landscape. Gaudí was also deeply 
influenced by Islamic architecture found across 
Spain and incorporated elements such as tiles 
and geometric patterns into his work. In this 
work, Modernisme decorations and Islamic 
architectural motifs are positioned facing each 
other. They are connected and harmoniously 
fused in the center by the distinctive rooftop 
chimneys of Palau Güell  and the curving 
benches of Parc Güell, expressing the world of 
Gaudí’s creations.

９．The Architecture of Gaudí :
　　 Modernisme (Catalan Art Nouveau)
　　Thomas Koet  ( USA) 
　　 Jill Harris  (USA)

３．Spanish Literature: Don Quixote
　　Oscar Rodriguez  (Spain)
Miguel de Cervantes’ novel Don Quixote, 
published in 1605, tells the story of an old man 
who, influenced by tales of chivalry, becomes so 
immersed in knightly romances that he believes 
himself to be a knight. Calling himself Don 
Quixote, he sets out on a journey to right the 
wrongs of the world. The sand sculpture depicts 
the protagonist gradually losing his sanity as he 
becomes deeply absorbed in the story, as well 
as the famous episode in which he mistakes 
windmills for giants and challenges them to 
battle. His squire, Sancho Panza, accompanies 
him while offering a realistic perspective and 
support. Through the travels of these two 
characters, the story portrays the conflict 
between human ideals and reality, as well as the 
nobility and absurdity of pursuing dreams. This 
literary masterpiece has been highly acclaimed 
and continues to be loved throughout the world.

４．Kingdom of the Visigoths 
　　Bagrat Stepanyan  (Armenia)
The Visigothic Kingdom ruled the Iberian 
Peninsula from the 5th to the 8th century. The 
figure in the foreground is King Leovigild, who 
worked to expand his power and strengthen 
royal authority in the late 6th century. In the right 
background is the scene in which his son, 
Hermenegild, is captured after his rebellion. The 
composition contrasts the tragic end of the 
prince, who converted to Catholicism on his own 
and rose up against his Arian father, with the 
dignified portrait of the king.  The next king, 
R e c c a r e d  I ,  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  k i n g d o m ’ s 
conversion to Catholicism, strengthening ties 
with the Church. The Visigothic Kingdom is 
considered the prototype of the later Spanish 
kingdom. In the background of the work, an 
ancient Roman aqueduct and a basilica-style 
church have been depicted.

５．Sagrada Família 
　　Leonardo Ugolini  (Italy)
This work recreates a full view of the Sagrada 
Famí l ia ’s  Nat iv i ty  Façade (Fachada del 
Nacimiento), meticulously reproducing the 
decorations and fine details of the doorways. In 
February 2026, the main tower, the Jesus Christ 
Tower (Torre de Jesucristo), was completed. 
With the installation of a cross approximately 17 
meters high at the top of the 172.5-meter-tall 
tower, the church became the tallest church in 
the world. It is said that when the first bell tower 
was completed in 1925, Gaudí rejoiced, saying, 
“It is as if the earth and heaven have been 
joined.” After Gaudí’s death the following year, 
the four bell towers representing the Twelve 
Apostles were completed in 1930. The four 
E v a n g e l i s t s ’  T o w e r s  ( T o r r e s  d e  l o s 
Evangelistas) surrounding the Jesus Tower 
were completed in 2023. This grand structure is 
Gaudí’s crowning achievement, harmoniously 
blending religion, nature, and architecture, and 
can be considered the very source of his 
creativity.

６．The Architecture of Gaudí : 
　　Casa Milà & Casa Batlló 
　　Montserrt Cuesta  (Spain)
"Casa"" means “house” in Spanish. This work 
takes as its theme the residential architecture 
that symbolizes Barcelona’s Modernisme 
movement, which flourished from the late 19th to 
the early 20th century. On the right is the Casa 
Milà, completed in 1912. Its organic curves 
evoke the waves of the Mediterranean Sea and 
the snow-capped mountains of Catalonia, the 
region where Gaudí was born. It is also known 
as “La Pedrera” (the quarry). In the center is the 
Casa Bat l ló,  or ig inal ly bui l t  in 1877 and 
renovated by Gaudí between 1904 and 1906. It 
is characterized by its undulating façade and 
bone-like columns, with the exterior walls 
covered in broken tiles called trencadís. To the 
left in the background stands the Casa Amatller, 
designed by the contemporary architect Josep 
Puig i Cadafalch, featuring its distinctive straight 
gabled roof.

７．Al-Andalus 
　　Ilya Filimontsev  (Russia)
In 711, Islamic forces defeated the Visigothic 
Kingdom and invaded the Iberian Peninsula. 
The region they dominated, which covered most 
o f  the  pen insu la ,  came to  be known as 
Al-Andalus. Around the 10th century, its capital, 
Córdoba, flourished as one of the largest cities 
in Western Europe. It became a great center of 
learning, where scholarly texts from across the 
world were gathered and then disseminated 
throughout Europe. In this work, the artist has 
created a portrait of the philosopher Ibn Rushd 
(Averroes),  who wrote commentar ies on 
Aristotle’s philosophy, harmonized it with Islamic 
thought, and greatly influenced later European 
philosophy. In the background stands the grand 
mosque known as the Mezquita of Córdoba, 
featuring rows of distinctive red-and-white 
arches and columns. The delicate and beautiful 
detailing achieved through extensive use of 
sand-carving techniques is also a highlight of the 
piece.

８．Columbus' Audience 
　　With the Catholic Monarchs of Spain 
　　David Ducharme  (Canada)
Christopher Columbus was an Italian-born 
navigator.  In the late 15th century, European 
nations were seeking new sea routes to obtain 
sp ices and s i lk  f rom the East .  In  1492, 
Columbus had an audience with the Catholic 
Monarchs of Spain (King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella). The monarchs believed that further 
development of the kingdom required trade with 
Asia and territorial expansion, and they decided 
to support  his voyage.  That same year, 
Columbus set sail across the Atlantic with three 
ships. After great hardship, he reached the 
Bahamas. His opening of the westward route to 
the Indies triggered the full-scale beginning of 
the Age of Discovery, and the course of history 
changed dramatically.

２．Bullfighting  Wang Jie(China)
Bullfighting, also known as Spain’s national 
sport, originated in the Middle Ages with 
noblemen on horseback piercing bul ls in 
mounted bullfighting (corrida de rejoneo). It later 
developed in the 18th century into its current 
form, in which bullfighters on foot take the 
leading role. At the center of this spectacle 
stands the matador (matador de toros), the 
star-like figure who delivers the final blow to the 
bull.  They wear magnificent formal attire 
embroidered with gold thread and skillfully wield 
a red cape (muleta) to provoke the bull ’s 
powerful charges, displaying splendid and 
tension-f i l led techniques. Audiences are 
captivated by the momentary battle of wits, and 
bullf ighting has long been cherished as a 
national pastime.  On the other hand, in recent 
years, from the perspective of animal welfare, 
there have been moves in some regions toward 
prohibition or reduction in scale, and bullfighting 
is facing a major turning point.

12．Spanish Empire: Golden Age 
        – Colonization of the Philippines
        Donatas Mockus  (Lithuania)
Following Christopher Columbus’s arrival in the 
Bahamas, Spain reached its Golden Age during 
the reign of King Phil ip II in the late 16th 
century. The empire expanded its colonial rule 
from Africa and the Americas to Asia and 
became known as “the empire on which the sun 
never sets.” In 1571, the Spanish established a 
governor-general’s office in Manila, which later 
developed rapidly as the main hub for Asian 
trade within the Spanish Empire. In parallel with 
colonia l  expansion,  Spain a lso act ive ly 
promoted the spread of Catholicism, dispatching 
missionaries to various regions to convert the 
indigenous populations. The name of the 
Philippines itself derives from King Philip II. 
Even today, the country remains the largest 
Catholic nation in Asia, and Spanish influence is 
still strongly visible in its language, architecture, 
and culture.

１．Coronation of the Virgin
　　 (Nativity Façade of the Sagrada Família) 
　　Slava Borecki  (Poland)
In June 2026, Spain will commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the death of Antoni Gaudí, 
the Spanish genius architect. His representative 
work, the Sagrada Família, is an unfinished 
church to which Gaudí devoted his entire life. 
Construction began in 1883 and continues to 
this day, more than 140 years later. Two 
facades of the church have been completed so 
far. This exhibition features a representation of 
the Nativity Façade (Fachada del Nacimiento), 
which takes the birth story of Christ as its theme. 
This work is created by reconstructing three 
figures from the sculptural group at the “Door of 
Charity” (Puerta de la Caridad), located in the 
center of the façade. The “Coronation of the 
Virgin” (Coronación de la Virgen), positioned at 
the top of the doorway, depicts the scene in 
which the Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
receives a crown from the Triune God. The 
musical angels blessing Christ play the violin, 
symbol of classical music, and the harp, symbol 
of religious music.


